
Beth Lucas, Senior Planner

Stephanie Brewer, Planner

Broome County Planning

May 12th, 2016



Background

Data Collection

Trail Mapping

Promotional Strategy



ÅDecember 2014

ÅCountyõs natural beauty identified as a major strength and 

opportunity.

ÅThese assets can be an integral part of diverse initiatives 

including:

ÅEconomic Development 

ÅTourism 

ÅHealthy Communities

ÅAlternative Transportation



ÅRecommended actions include:
ÅAssess and fill in gaps in data regarding outdoor recreation 

opportunities

ÅHeavily market recreational opportunities, including use of 
social media, advanced smart phone and GPS enabled 
mapping and existing organizations and venues

ÅImprove access to recreational and scenic resources through 
promotion and additional infrastructure such as boat launches, 
fishing access sites, and increased signage

ÅSupport businesses that provide services and enhance the use 
of scenic and open space resources such as fishing and hunting 
guides, canoe and kayak sales/rentals, bicycle shops, and cross 
country ski shops.



ÅBroome County is a destination for outdoor recreation 

enthusiasts (or boating enthusiasts, hiking enthusiasts, etc.).

ÅBroome County has opportunities for living an active, healthy 

lifestyle.

ÅBroome County offers a number of alternative transportation 

opportunities.

ÅBroome County offers a lot to do and is not boring.

ÅBroome County has many opportunities to enjoy its natural 

scenic beauty.



ÅBroome County Planning

ÅGreater Binghamton Chamber of Commerce

ÅThe Agency

ÅBroome County Health Department

ÅBinghamton Metropolitan Transportation Study

ÅBroome County Parks



ÅGoal of the project

ÅCollect and map outdoor recreation data and develop a promotional 

strategy to increase awareness, usership and economic benefits.  

ÅTwo phases:

ÅPromotional Strategy

ÅDevelop a branding and marketing strategy 

that showcases the outdoor recreation 

opportunities we have to offer.

ÅModern, effective strategies and technologies 

that meet the needs of the modern outdoor 

enthusiast and the casual user.

ÅData Collection

ÅIdentify and gather 

existing data into single 

database.

ÅIdentify and fill gaps in 

the data.





ÅOutdoor recreation data available, but not readily usable

ÅMaintained by several individuals/organizations

ÅSometimes outdated

ÅNot compatible with modern 

technological uses (mapping 

applications/social media)

Evolution of Data Storage



Outdoor 
Recreation 
Data Set

Existing GIS Data

Clubs and Agencies

Outside Data 
Sources

Public Input

V Municipalities
V Chamber of 

Commerce
V Private 

businesses
V Youth 

organizations
V Recreational 

Clubs and 
Organizations



Data
Integration

ÅGIS and GPS tools 

Data 
Collection

ÅFill identified gaps

ÅPublic input

ÅStakeholder Outreach

Gap Analysis

ÅWhat additional data is 
needed?

ÅWhere are the gaps in the 
data?

ÅAssess format of outside 
data.

Data 
Assessment

ÅWhat data exists?

ÅBC GIS

ÅOutside agencies and 
resources 

ÅFocused on collecting and standardizing data.



ÅBroome County has invested resources in developing an 

excellent mapping department (www.bcgis.com)

ÅAbility to map almost any resource

ÅHowever, requires work to establish complete data sets and put 

it them into a usable format.

ÅSome items that we have mapped:

ÅBoat launches, parks, snowmobile trails

http://www.bcgis.com/


ÅIs the existing data up to date and accurate?

ÅIs there more data that can be added to the Broome County 

system?

ÅAre there features and characteristics associated with resources 

that should be added to make use and promotion of these 

resources easier and more effective?



ÅLocal plans

ÅSusquehanna Heritage Area 

Management Plan

ÅBroome County LWRP

ÅOpen Space Plan

ÅOnline websites and databases

ÅNYS GIS data

ÅLocal clubs and organizations

ÅPrinted documents

ÅQuestions

ÅWhat data is available?

ÅWhat is the format of the data?



ÅLocal organizations and agencies that use resources, and/or 

service those that do are a key source of information.

ÅMaintain their own lists, inventories or maps that highlight this 

information.

ÅCan provide information through knowledgeable members or 

staff.

ÅUtilize other existing sources of information that can inform our 

data collection process.



» Ahwaga Canoe Club

» Broome County Health

» Broome County Parks

» BC Snoriders

» Binghamton Metropolitan 

Transportation Study

» Broome County Sportsmenõs 

Association

» Environmental Management 

Council

» Headwaters River Trail

» Naturalists' Club of Broome 

County

» New York Trail Riders 

Organization

» NYS Department of 

Transportation

» Southern Tier Bicycle Club

» Triple Cities Hiking Club

» Trout Unlimited



ÅInitial Data Assessment

ÅIdentify existing sources of data and data needs

1. What outdoor activities are relevant to you?

2. What destinations are important to you?

3. What associated features would be useful?

4. Does your organization maintain any data?

5. What other resources do you use?



Features Attributes Mapped

Bike Trails Trail Type, Length, Address, Website

BMX Trails Address, Website

Boat Launches Launch Type, Parking Availability, Restrooms, Website

Boat Rental Types of Boats Available, Schedule, Phone, Website, Address

Botanic Garden Acreage, Phone, Website, Address, Schedule

Campgrounds Address, Website, Walking Trails, Boating, Fishing, Hunting, Picnic Area, 

Playground, Swimming, Volleyball, Basketball, Tennis, Recreational/ 

Sports Fields, Bike Trails, Golf, Horseshoes, Restrooms, Showers, Laundry

Boat Routes Start and End Points, Portages, Rapids, Length

Carousels Phone, Address, Website

Cross Country Skiing Rentals, Length, Address, Website

Dog Parks Leash Requirements, Address, Website

Farmers Markets Schedule, Address

Fishing Water Body Type, Fish Type, Parking Availability, Acreage, Boat Access, 

Restrooms, Address, Website



Features Attributes Mapped

Golfing Type of Course, Driving Range, Type of Golf (miniature, disc, etc.), Phone, 

Address, Website

Hiking and Walking 

Trails

Length, Surface Type, Restrooms, Address, Website, Unique Features, 

Difficulty, Hours, Elevation, Elevation Gain, Walk-Time, Near Town

Horseback Riding Length, Parking, Address, Website

Hot Air Balloon Tour Appointment Required, Phone, Website

Hunting Grounds Acreage, Type of Game, Phone, Address, Website

Ice Skating Rentals, Type of Rink (indoor/ outdoor), Phone, Address, Website

Municipal Parks Municipality, Website, Address

Orchards Types of U-Pick Fruit, Market, Address, Website

Picnicking Pavilions, Grills, Tables, Restrooms, Address, Website

Playgrounds Park, Address, Website

Portages Portage Side

Shooting Range Number of Ranges, Indoor/ Outdoor, Website

Skate Parks Admission Fee, Restrooms, Phone, Address, Website



Features Attributes Mapped

Snowmobiling Length, Parking, Address, Website

Snowshoeing Rentals, Length, Address, Website

Swimming Type (pool, lake), Schedule, Fee, Lifeguard, Restrooms, Changing Areas, 

Showers, Phone, Address, Website

Recreation/ Sports 

Fields

Field Type, Restrooms, Parking, Address, Website 

Waterslide Address, Website

Wildlife Viewing SpotsDesignated Trail, Parking, Restrooms, Address, Website

Zoos Phone, Address, Website







ÅIdentified as a significant data set, but incomplete

ÅPoints on a map but not trails themselves.

ÅMaps are maintained by several different sources

ÅTrail maps that are available, arenõt necessarily formatted to 

be compatible with mapping applications

ÅTrail Mapping Project Initiated

Features Attributes Mapped

Hiking and Walking 

Trails

Length, Surface Type, Restrooms, Address, Website, Unique Features, 

Difficulty, Hours, Elevation, Elevation Gain, Walk-Time, Near Town





ÅCreated working database

ÅRecreational Trails of Broome and Tioga Counties (2002)

ÅNYS Parks and Recreation

ÅBroome County Parks and Recreation

ÅBMTS

ÅTrail Overview

ÅHistory

ÅNumber of Trails

ÅSize of Park



ÅNYS GIS Clearinghouse

ÅTrimble Geo XM

ÅArc GIS

ÅBroome County Data

ÅTopographic

ÅTerrain Data

ÅAerial Images



Trail Location Mapped Miles

Binghamton University Vestal Y 9.4

Cole Park Colesville Y 1.4

OtsiningoPark Dickinson Y 3.3

Riverwalk Binghamton Y 2.5

ChugnutTrail Endicott Y 0.6

IBM Glen Union Y 4.6

Whitney Point Lake Whitney Point Y 8.5

Wolfe Park Chenango Y 3.4

Chenango Valley State Park Chenango Y 13.6

Port Dickinson Community Park Dickinson Y 0.8

River Park Kirkwood Y 0.6

Valley Park Kirkwood Y 0.3

Rail Trail Vestal Y 3.9

Aqua Terra Binghamton Y 3

Broome County Dam Dickinson Y 0.5

Arnold Park Vestal N -

Greenwood Park Whitney Point N -

Tracy Creek Vestal N -

Hawkins Pond Nature Area Windsor Y 6.1

Jones Park Vestal Y 4.1

Marsh Pond State Forest Ninevah N -

Skyline Drive State Forest Windsor N -

Whittaker Swamp State Forest Deposit N -

BC Corporate Park Conklin Y 1.1

Beaver Flow Creek Harpursville N -

Finch Hollow Nature Center Johnson City Y 1

OquagaCreek State Park Sanford N

19 different places

Over 100 trails

Approx. 70 miles

















ÅIn beginning stages, to be completed in Spring 2017

ÅGoals:

ÅUse data to increase awareness, usership, and economic benefits 

associated with outdoor recreation opportunities.

ÅFocus on integrating mobile ready, web-based tools that appeal to the 

modern user.

ÅPromotional Strategy

ÅInteractive Mapping Tool 

ÅStrategic Marketing Plan 

ÅBranding Strategy

ÅPromotional Materials 

ÅWeb Presence 

ÅSocial Media

Adirondack Trails ðMapping Tool

http://adktrailmap.com/ 



Mobile-Friendly Online 

Presence/Apps

Nashvitality

www.nashvitality.org

Static Maps

BMTS Bicycle Route 

Map

Social Media

Wake County Parks 

Instagram



ÅHire a consulting marketing firm

ÅPhase 1:

ÅBranding strategy

ÅMobile-friendly website

ÅInteractive mapping tool

ÅPhase 2:

ÅPromotional materials

ÅSocial media integration

ÅPhase 3

ÅStand-alone App?



ÅPublic/Stakeholder Input

ÅUpon completion of initial version of interactive mapping tool we will do 

outreach to identified stakeholders to assess:

ÅAccuracy and completion of data

ÅFunctionality of mapping tool

Updates are posted on Broome County 

Planningõs Facebook page:

www.facebook.com/BCPlanning




