
NYS Municipal Home Rule Law – Article 4, §34, Subsection 4 
 

 4. Notwithstanding any local law to the contrary, any plan of districting or redistricting adopted 

pursuant to a county charter or charter law relating to the division of any county, except a county 

wholly contained within a city, into districts for the purpose of the apportionment or 

reapportionment of members of its local legislative body shall be subject to federal and state 

constitutional requirements and shall comply with the following standards, which shall have 

priority in the order herein set forth, to the extent applicable: 

 

a. If such plan of districting or redistricting includes only single-member districts, such 

districts shall be as nearly equal in population as is practicable; the difference in population 

between the most and least populous district shall not exceed five percent of the mean 

population of all districts. If such plan of districting or redistricting includes multi-member 

districts, the plan shall provide substantially equal weight for the population of that county 

in the allocation of representation in the legislative body of that county; and 

 

b. Districts shall not be drawn with the intent or result of denying or abridging the equal 

opportunity of racial or language minority groups to participate in the political process or to 

diminish their ability to elect representatives of their choice; and 

 

c. Districts shall consist of contiguous territory; and 

 

d. Districts shall be as compact in form as practicable; and 

 

e. Districts shall not be drawn to discourage competition or for the purpose of favoring or 

disfavoring incumbents or other particular candidates or political parties. The maintenance 

of cores of existing districts, of pre-existing political subdivisions including cities, villages, 

and towns, and of communities of interest shall also be considered. To the extent practicable, 

no villages, cities or towns except those having more than forty percent of a full ratio for 

each district shall be divided; and 

 

f. Districts shall be formed so as to promote the orderly and efficient administration of 

elections. 


