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Parks Plan

Broome County




Our Mission

Recognizing the vital role of recreation in the maintenance of physical, mental and
social health, and its critical role in supporting aweae financial health, Broome
County Parks and Recreaatistrives to:

1 Create public opportunities for leisure, both active and passive
1 Promote both competitive and nenompetitive recreational events
1 Create and promote wellness activities

1 Support events and attractions which promote awwale tourism

Broome County Parks and Recreation

60 Hawley Street'SFloor PO Box 1766
Binghamton, NY 13902

& 6077782193

DX bcparks@co.broome.ny.us

www.facebook.com/BroomeCountyParks/
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Why Parks are Important

Broome Countymaintainsover 1,800acres of parks. These 8
parks attrat 2 million visitors each year, and that number is
growing. Attendance ataunty parks has increased by 22% since
2011. Our parks offer nature trails, sports fields, snowshoeing,
cross country skiing, sledding, beaches, bocce ball, camping,
playgrounds, anoeing, picnicking, concerts and events,
swimming, fishing and even sailing. Why do we make such an
investment in our parks? Because pankake Broome County an
attractive place to live, work, and play.



Parks Protect the Environment

Trees capture and ste carbon. According to one urban
ecosystem analysis, trees in Atlanta remove 19 milioands of
pollutants each yeafrees and parks reduce noise and counteract
the heat that cities generate from aspha¥tehicles and building
systems.Forests are a jpmary source of clean drinking water.
New York City provides 1.1 billion gallons of fresh, clean drinking
water by preserving 2,000 square miles of open space near three
reservoirsinUa i I 4GS bSé | 2NJ darksant@enyY S / 2 dzy
spaces help controkerm water runoff and provide flood storage
capacity. Trees, parks, and open spaces slow down the passage of
rainwater to streams and rivers which reduces the volume and
velocity of flood waters. Allowing storm water to spread out and
sink in also filtes out harmful pollutants before rainwater
becones drinking water. Parks ar@ amportant part of our storm
water management efforts.

Parks Promote Health and Wellness

The American Planning Association produced a briefing paper
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aggregated findings from many different sources. According to

this report, access to outdoor recreational space increases

physical activity levels and reduces obesity. Studies have shown

that contact with nature lowes blood pressure and cholesterol,

improves chances of surviving heart attacks and lowers stress.

Children with attention deficit disorders and teens with behavioral

disorders show significant improvements when they have regular

contact with natural settidd @ ! yR a3INBSy SESNDAAS
more beneficial than physical activity in other settings. Active park

users are less likely to be overweight and are less likely to need to

visit their doctor than other people. In an age of rising obesity,

parks are a important part of our public health programming.




Parks Support Economic Development

Proximity toparks increase property valudsecerick Law Olms
was one of the first to document the impaof parks on property
values.Tojustify the$13 mllion, he directed in the creation of New
. 2 NJ Qa Patk®werilBa-yéars ago, Olnstieacked tre value
of adjacent propertiesHe found that oveadecade and a half since
its creation, there was a $209 million increase in @y values
near CentralPark. This positive impact from parks has been
documented in many other place©ne example: the value of
O2YyR2YAYyAdzya | R2IFOSyd G2 'adtlyidlIQa /SyiSyyal
than doubled after the park was built.

Parks attract tourists and visitors. Moregple visit Otsiningo Park

GKFY @AAAG GKS blraGA2yEFE 1ljdzZ NRdzYy Ay . FfdAY2
million vs 1.3 million annually)Parks also attractand retain

affluent residents Accounting giant KPMG did a survey of 1,200

workers in high tech industries, drthose workers reported that

guality of life in a community increases the attractiveness of a joh

by 33 percent. Nearby access to higirality park and recreation

amenities is important to 92% of Millennials when choosing a plac o

to live (and importanto 85% of Americans overalht the other o
end of the age spectrum are the growing number of affluent

active, seniors deciding to remain in their commurotyrelocate

after retirement. One study of affluent retirees found that scenic

beauty and recreationlaopportunities were the top two features

that they considered when making decisions of whesespend

their retirement years.Parks are a critical part of our economic

development efforts.

Cross Countrgkiing at Greenwood Par/



Why Write a Parks Plan ?

We know that parks are agasured asset in our communityr an
era of declining resources and changimgerests we need to
carefully cosider how we manage our pes.Developing the plan
providesan opportunityto hear from various interest groups and
evaluatethe resources needs and challenges facing the parks
system The objectives of the BroomeoGnty Parks Plan include:

Assess changing Develop goals and
recreational needs of strategies to enhance
residents our recreational
assets

Prioritize future Support future grant
investments writing initiatives
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recreational needs of residents achangingand the parksnust

adag. In addition, the nature ofecreation itself is changingsas

that would not have been prevalent 20 years ago such as kayak

boat launchesand dogparks are now in high demanés needs

and demands change, we must prioritize investments made in the

parks to ensure balancing current needs such as ongoing
maintenance while making sure the parks are engaging to future
generations.



The Planning Process
The Broome County Parks Plan consisted dfteps

The following documents

Gathered Created an Drafted were used to inform the
public input action plan the plan parks planning process:
1
i i : Binghamton Metropolitan
5 Greenway Study
-Q-O-0-@-O-0O»
- i o= i Broome County Local
. Waterfront Revitalization
Assessed Developed Gathered more Blan
current a vision public input
conditions

Broome County
Comprehensive Plan

Broome County Parks
Dept. Annual Reports

Who is Writing the Parks Plan
To prepare the plan, the County created a steering committee
consisting of:

DIRECTOR OF PARKS & RECREATION Elizabeth Woidt

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING Frank Evangelisti

SENIOR PLANNER Beth Lucas

ENGINEER Il Brenda Gowe

PLANNER Stephanie Brewer



You Spoke. We Listened.

Publicengagement is a fundamental partafiyplanning process.
Information gathered from the community identfd what people

like aboutBroomeCounty Rrks and what can be improveathe

future. Broome Countgolicitedinput from the public through an
online survey and multiplepublic 62 NJ] aK2LJa® ¢KS
thoughts and ideas were used to determine the goalsd
strategiesfor the Parks and Recreatiorepartment.




Our Vision

Broome County &ksshouldenabk all residents, regardless of age
or ability, to live an active lifestyle. Our pareed toprovide a full
spectrum of recreation from highly developed, evamtented
parks to seene, remote, wilderness area®ur parks must be
maintained to a high stadard and take full advantage of the
beauty and recreationaopportunities of theland and therivers.
We should encourage physical activity by making our residents
aware of the many recreational opportunities available and
providing interesting programand engaging amenities.
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Broome County Office for Aging at Dorchester F



How We Engaged the Public

A plan is only asogd as its the community inpuEully engaging
the public means the plan will be will wetiformed by te true
experts: the community.Public engagemeénalso generates
interest in the plan and may spur people and groups to partner
with the County to achieve the goals of the plan.

The primary method of collecting public input for the Parks Plan
was the online survey conducted in the Summer of 204 7otal

of 891 residents completed the survey and 300 respondents
shared comments and suggestioBsoomeCounty Planning held
three open house workshops in the Fall of 2017 to identify
features that would improve the experiences of park visitors.
Finally, theBroome County iivironmental Management Council
(EMC) held a public meeting for residents and groups representing
a variety of recreational interests.

Talking to the users of our parks gave us insight into how the parks
meet their needs, ath where the paks fall short.Through this
process, we learned about changing recreationtdriests and got

an honest assessmenfthe park® O2 Y RAGA2Y




What We Learned

From all this engagement, we learned that there is some
disconnect between the awfties that residents are most
interested in and what activities are available Bxioome County
parks.One thing we do well is accommodate hiking, walking, and
running. The number one recreational interest of the community
is hking, walking, and runningThis is ab the number one activity
that people do in the parks.

After hiking, however, people are most ingsted in nature
observationand boating/paddlig and these two interests are not
in the top three list of activigés that people do in our pks.Nature
observation wadarely nudged ot of the top three activitiesThis
tells us that we may want to better promote the nature
observation activities abur parks. People may just not think of
Broome County @rks as a place to observe nature.

The two parks with the best opportunity for a passive activity like
birdwatching or observing nature, Agqdarra and Hawkins Pond,
have the lowest visitornumbers. Almost 90% of survey
respondents do not visit Hawkins Pondea once per yeartor
AquaTerra,the number was almost 799y contrast, only 12% or
survey respondents never visit our most popular park: Otsiningo.

Boating and padding was the third highest recreational interest,
but it is well down in the list of activities that peoplarticipatein

at our parks. When asked about barriers preventing residents fror
using the river for recreational purposeshet second highest

responseg & | FSSEtAy3dI GKIFG aNROSS A Y
Alarmingly, the number onéarrier to recreational riveuse is a ~
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should consider improving reeational access to the rivers, and
concerns about pollution/debris levels should be investigated.




Three out of four survey respondentsatreled outside of Broome
County to another park facility. Of these, 10% left because they did
not find the fadlities that they wanted hereSimilarly, when we
asked what prevents or discouraggou from using Broome County
parks more often, the seconddhest response (after | do not have
Sy2dzZak GAYSUO gFa aiKS NBONBIFGAZ2YI
interested in isnot offered at ounty g NJ \Whki© we asked
people to get specific on what new amenities they wanted, the top
three responses were a Fitness Tka©OffLeash Dog Pk, and
Bicycle RentalFor riverfront parks, residents wanted us to add
more greenway trails, scenic overlooks, and boat launches/access
sites. As we look to improve our parks, we should consider adding
these amenities.

We also wargd to find out how people would budget theafks
funds if given the chanc@his is an important question because it
forces residents to be pragmatic about limited resources and gives
us reainsight into their prioritiesThe top priority of residents was

to maintain existing infrastructure/facilities, and we need to not
lose sightof this. After maintain facilities, residents want us to
develop nev trails and add new amenitie3hese survey results
were corroborated by participants at the three open housand

the Environmental Management Council workshop.

We also focused on Aqukerra Wilderness Area and how people
wanted that park treated in this plan. Agdarrawas originally a
popularski lodgewhichwas acquiredy the Countyn the 1981 Q a
Today, AquaTerra is an undeveloped park and is often used for
passive recreation. Residents were given a walegeof choices
for park enhancementand the top choices, picnic tableportable
restrooms and a scenic oudbk deck represent a minimally
invasve approach that should be respected.

Residents favor a more natural aesthetic for landscaping, pavilions,
trails, and signage as demonstrated by the results of the visual
preference survey that we conductedthe public workshopsThis
should be usedd inform design designs abanty parks.

As we look at upgrades, one thing to keep in mind is that the
number one priotty of residents for the Countygeks budget was

to maintain and upgrade existing facilitie¥his was ahead of
popular choicesuch aglevelop new tails,add rewamenities and
river access improvements



Public Survey

Thefirst method utilized to collectpublic input for the Parks Plan
was the online survey conducted in the Summer of 2017. To
encourage participation, thousands of postda were mailed to
randomly selected households, and social media/press releases
were made inviting the public to take the survey. As a result of
these efforts, 891 participants provided feedback. More than 300
respondents provided comments/suggestionstioe plan. The full
results of the survey are included in the Appendix.

Park Benefits Parks and recreation are invaluable assets ti
communities of all size8roome County parks are free and open
to the public, ensuring all residents and visitors hawehance to
enjoy their benefitsThetop benefits of Broome Countyapks are

28% 23% 17%
Promotes Provides Protects
Health & Wellness Gathering Places Environmental

Resources

What People Do at BC Parks Dozens of recreational activities
are availableto local park usersWhat activities people choose to
do largely depends on which stageliéé they are in. According to
the survey whervisiting a ounty park, respondents are most likely
to be:

26% 10% 10%
Hiking/Walking/ Family/Group Picnicking
Running Activities



Favorite Recreation Interests Parks usershave diverse
interests which mg or may not be offered at the @aunty parks
Results show man respondents aregenerally interested in
passive recreation activities such as:

25% 13% 10%
Hiking/Walking/ Nature Observation Boating/ Paddling
Running

BC ParksEvents & Activities Dozens of events ahactivties are
hosted in the ounty parks each yeamMost people are aware of
these events and activities, but thmajority did not attend. This
suggests the publimay not beinterested in the events/activities
offered or they do not have timeThe most highly attended
events/activities include:

44% 27% 20%
Spiedie Fest Rented a Boat Community 5k
Run/Walk

New Amenity Preferences Each Boome County prk offers a
variety of unique activities for users. Howevérnew amenities
were added to ounty parksin the future, respondents said the
following would improve their experience:

10% 9% 9%
Fitness Track Off-Leash Bicycle Rental
Dog Park



Riverfront Improvements  Threecounty parks are locatedlong
the Susquehanna andhenango River3hese riverfronparksare
an important resource, but #ir role in recreation is not obvious to
some usersRespondents feel the followingark improvements
will improve access and visibility of the river:

19% 19% 15%

Greenway Trails Scenic Overlook Boat Launch Sites

Riverfront Barriers Although some Broome Countyagks are
located on the river, often they are underutilized for riverfront
activitiessuch as, boating and fishinghe following were ideniiéd
as barriers to using the rivers for recreational purposes:

20% 19% 16%
Concerns About Limited Access No Boat & Don’t
Pollution/Debris Know Where to

Get One

Facilitie s/Services The condition of park facilities and services
affects visitation numbers and use of facilitieShe lowest rated
facility was the condition of the bathrooms/changing aredhe
top-rated attributes ofBroome County @rksinclude

ol

81% 78% 64%
Park Cleanliness Condition of Trails Condition of
Playground Areas
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Park Visitation There are eight countpwned parksn Broome

Caunty that welcome about 2 million visitors annually.The
QRdzyi 2 Qa dzy RS@St 2LISR LI NJ Awere ! |j dzl
the least visited Respondents indicate the parks they visit most
often are:

Otsiningo Park Dorchester Park Nathaniel Cole Park

Park Use

Patterns of park use often varies throughout the yeaow
visitation in the morning and on weekdays suggests the paidks
be underutilized at these timesThroughout the weekmost
Broome County @rk users visit the at the following times:

29% 25% 45%
Saturday Sunday 12PM to 4 PM

Park Use Barriers Numeraus respndents did not visit aaunty
park last year. While many indicate there were no reasons that
prevented them from usingur parks, others stated the following
prevented them from visiting:

26% 10% 8%
Time Constraints Limited Programs Inconveniently
& Facilities Located

¢S



Traveling Outside o f Broome About three quarters of
respandents traveled outside of theotinty to a park/recreational
facility. While somereasonsare outside the purview of the Parks
Department, more can be done t@ncourage residents tplayin
Broome. Thetop cited reasos for traveling outsidethe county
include

27% 27% 23%
Wanted to Take Unique Natural Out of Town for
a Day Trip Settings Another Reason

Spending Priorities  Broome County continually works to
maintain and improve its park¥he Parks budget relies heavily on
tax dollars,andits sharehas declined over the yearg/hile there

is strong spport to improve the parks system, resources are
limited. Residents feel the parks top spending priorities should be:

Maintain & Upgrade Develop New Add New Amenities
Existing Facilities Trails



Park Investments Funds are disbursed among each of our parks
based on the resources and level of service they reqiWhen
given abudgetto allocate between theaunty parks, he top three
parks respondents would allocate money between are:

Otsiningo Park Dorchester Park Greenwood Park

Aqua-Terra AquaTerrawas formerly a local slodge and is now

a ounty Park used primarily for passive recreation. Overall,
respondents want minimal development hereThere are
opportunities to add new features that will enhance user
experience.lf new features were addedo Aqua Terra most
respondentsvould favor.

79% 77% 75%
Picnic Tables Portable Scenic Lookout
Restrooms Deck



Volunteers Individuals and group volunteehrelp make Broome
County arks great places. About 1/3 of respondents said they are
interested in volunteering at our parks. Typically, they would like
to participate in

23% 20% 20%
Park Beautification Trail Maintenance Group Volunteer
Projects

Communications It is important to share information with the
public and engagehe community with news about our parks.
Residents feel the following forms of communication would be the
most effective:

24% 21% 17%
Social Media Email County Website
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Open House

Broome County held three open house workshops in the Fall of

2017. The purpose of these workshops waslentify features that

g2dzt R AYLINREZS LI N) dzaSNBQ SELISNASY(
provided input in a visual preference survey, identified activities

and programs they want ataunty parks, and allocated $500 to

various parks/recreation activities. Alparticipants had an

opportunity to write additional comments for the plan.

VISUAL
PREFERENCE
SURVEY

Landscaping

Broome County @arks possess a range of landscape types. Our
highly developed parks require more maintenance and care,
whereas air natural areas aréargely umaintained. When asked
about landscaping styles, participants mostly prefer semi
landscaped areas, with numerous trees.



Pavilions

Park pavilions are one of the most widely utilized features of our
parks as they offeopportunities for social gatherings andents.

In total, our parksinclude 17 pavilions. In the futureplder
structures will need to be replaced, or tteemay be a demantb
build new pavilions. When shown four different styles, participants
largely favoed rustic style pavilions that use a mix of stone and
wood materials.




Trails

Recreational trailare a fundamental element of our parks and
recreation system. Broome Countwanks contain over 20 miles of
walking/hiking trails. Being @nof the most popular activities
among park users, there is considerable interest in developing new
trails and ongoing projects to expand existing trail systems. Results
show many participants prefegravelpaths with natural settings,
similar to what younay find at the IBM Glen.

Signage

Signage is an important element dirk facilities Sgns establish a

sense of identityconveyinformation,andprovide directionWhile

most park users feel our signage is adequate, there will beed

to update signs in the future. When shown four options of entry
AA3AYyas YvYz2ad LI NIAOALI y dudrentsipdlS F SNJ G K S
which includes a mix of stone and wood materials.



WELCOME TO

NEVADA COUNTY
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Tables

Picnic tables areaaluedfeatureof our parks. These provide space
for social gatherings and areas for park users to sit and relax. Our
existing picnic tables are rectangular with berstiile seating. If
new tables are needed in the future, participants wouotdst like

to see circular pitic tablesmade from wood materials




Budget

PARTICIPATORY Workshqp participants wergiven¥ A O u_lrléméy Dollad U 2
allocate in areas where they feel future investment should be

BUDGETING focused. Overall, participantsel funds should be used improve
upon our existing assets. Based on the totals, maintain/upgrade
conditions of existing facilities was the most important priority,
followed by develop new trails, river access improvements, and
adding new amenities at existing parkfiese results are similéo
how people allocated money in the public survey.

\ PLAY MONEY

100

oD DOLLARS. i
100 $69
OV DI DOLIALS !

$62
$53

43 a0

$32 $32 $30

$15

Maintain/Upgrade Existing Facilities
Develop New Trails

River Access Improvements

Add New Amenities

Purchase Land for Preservation
Create More Community Gardens
More Organized Activities/Programs
Purchase Land for New Parks

Better Signage/Trail Markings



Programs & Activites

Special programs and activities encourage residents to utilize parks
and increase social interaction among useBoth private and
county-sponsored programsrpvide a range of activities for all
types of park users throughout the year. In 2017, there were over
40 different events that took place in owounty parks. In the
future, people would like to seemore large community
events/festivals, riverfront actities, and guided wildlife tours at

the parks.
- [ J
259 2 -a’ Large Community Events
’ B & Festivals
=

17% + Riverfront Activities

17% "‘

Guided Wildlife Tours

14% Educational Programs

11% Winter Sports/Activities

Leagues

7% Small Family Events

=L/
9% @ Organized Athletic



Public Workshops

In January 2018, Broome County hosted a public meeting with the
Environmental Management Council (EMC). About 30 people
attended the workshop represeimg a variety of recreational
interests.

During this workshop, groups were asked to list individual assets,
threats, and opporturties related to Broome Countyapks. From

the multitude of responses, various themes emerged. There was
some overlap of togis among the different themes, as what one
person perceives as an asset another might view as a weakness.
The purpose of this exercise was to understand whéedint

park users valuealong with assessing needs and gaps to help
determine where future efrts should be focused’he Appendix
includes a full list of responses.























































































































































































































































