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Broome County Environmental Management Council (EMC)

Natural Resources Committee

Notes from meeting held on Wednesday, January 23rd, 2013 at 4:30pm

Exhibit Room, Broome County Library

185 Court Street, Binghamton, NY

Present:  Bill Heaviside, Marley Urdanick, Andre LaClair, Cindy Westerman and Beth Lucas.
1. The meeting was convened at 4:30pm. 

2. Announcements/ Privilege of the Floor/Item of Interest
· Beth circulated a notice for a webinar entitled Conservation Planning Tools from the series Planning for Groth and Open Space Conservation from the US Forest Service. The webinar is free for viewing.
3. Open Space Plan
· Beth has made some changes to the Water Resources section that was written for the Broome County Comprehensive Plan that the Planning Department is currently working on. This chapter includes a lot of current information that should be added to the Open Space Plan. Beth asked that members take some time to review the section and give her feedback.
· Beth talked about the use of Microsoft Skydrive for live editing of the plan. There are still some kinks to work out but it is a step forward that all are able to view all edits being done to the plan. Previous attempts to use Google Docs had some problems with the site freezing. Most members haven’t accepted membership to the site at this time.
· Bill gave an update on edits he is making to the plan. He is currently working on the recreation section. He has been having some trouble with the existing formatting and is attempting to resolve those issues
4. Broome County Land Bank Application

· Broome County is soon going to re-submit an application for state approval to create a Land Bank. Land Banks give municipalities the ability to streamline tax foreclosure proceedings and clear title to property that reverted to public ownership. This function allows communities to plan for the reuse of properties that previously were difficult to acquire and redevelop, and to protect neighborhoods from the blight and decline often associated with tax-foreclosed properties.
· The County is seeking letters of support for their application to the State. Beth circulated several sample letters provided by County Planning staff.

· The group discussed a letter of support and agreed that the letter should include references to the Brownfields Program and the Open Space Plan.j

· Andre moved and Bill seconded a motion to draft a letter for consideration by the full council via email due to time constraints that require a letter prior to the next meeting. All in favor, motion approved.

5. Water Resources and Natural Gas
· The group discussed ideas for speakers for a special presentation on water resources and impacts associated with natural gas development.

· Beth mentioned that Chip McElwee, BC SWCD, recommended Mike Lovegreen from Bradford County Conservation District. He provides a balanced view and can give a presentation from the perspective of someone who has experienced it. Beth will follow up with him.

· Marley mentioned that she could talk to Joe Graney, Binghamton University Geology Staff, about the possibility of him, or one of his graduate students, doing a presentation regarding their work.
6. Meeting is adjourned at 6:30pm. Next meeting will be held on Wednesday February 27th at 4:30pm. 
