Broome County Environmental Management Council
Debra A. Preston, County Executive

Broome County Environmental Management Council (EMC)
Natural Resources Committee
Minutes from meeting held on Wednesday January 25", 2012
Broome County Public Library, 185 Court Street Binghamton, NY 13901

Present: Bill Heaviside, Debbie Overfield, Julia Hoover, Andre Laclair, Beth Egitto and Natalie Limbach.
Speaker: Dylan Horvath.

1. The meeting was convened at 4:30pm.
e Approval of previous minutes pending (next meeting) when more voting members are present.

2. Announcements/Privilege of the Floor/ltems of Interest
e Beth introduced Natalie Limbach to the group. She will be the intern for the EMC for the Spring
semester. She will be working on aspects of the mapping to be included in the Open Space Plan,
along with assisting with EMC meetings and the Joyce KL Smith Environmental Photography Show.

3. Dylan Horvath Presentation: Deer population in the BU nature preserve.

e Dylan is the steward of the nature preserve. His goal is to encourage biodiversity and upkeep
within the nature preserve for use in education and research, student experience, recreation and
ecosystem function.

e Deer are native species but acting invasive. Surveys in the last 10 years have shown there are 45-
55 deer/square mile but there are now an estimated 60-70 deer/square mile. DEC and research
say that their goal for a healthy forest is 8-10 deer/square mile. The new president of BU supports
this goal.

i Management goal: A healthy deer population as a part of a restored and diverse eco
community.

o Effects of Deer overabundance:

i Car accidents, Lyme disease, agricultural damage, property damage and forest damage;
decrease of woody species, tree regeneration, wild flowers, loss of understory and
native species.

e Removal of predators, Huntington restrictions and land use(fragmented habitats) have allowed

the deer population to increase.
What can be done??
i. Nothing/status quo
ii. Fencing- not sensible
iii. Fertility control- costly, marginally effective

iv. Capture and relocate- low survival rate of captured deer (myopathy)
V. Predator reintroduction
Vi. Hunting
vii. Sharp shooting: Culling- quickly reduces population, meat goes to charity.

e The campus is currently in the process of setting up a culling method to reduce the number of
deer within the nature preserve. The deer would be attracted to specific sites in a safe distance
from campus housing and shot with a low caliber firearm. It takes place in a short period of time
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and would happen over winter break when most students are not on campus. It is currently
delayed because of opposition from an animal rights group.
e Questions and discussion followed including the following:
i How would the deer be attracted to specific sites? Using food.
iii. How would you stop the population outside the nature preserve from coming in once
others are gone?
e What can the council do?
i Countering the misinformation being spread.
ii. Persuade people it needs to be done.
iii. Some opposition: The council should not get involved in such a touchy issue.
iv. Charter to educate the public. Not specifically back BU’s position but educate people
about the problem and what can be done.
o Will be discussed at the general meeting on February 8™.

Meeting adjourned at 6:30pm. Next meeting: February 22™ at 4:30pm, Ahearn Room, BC Public
Library.



