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BINGHAMTON METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION STUDY 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

May 8th, 2014 
MINUTES 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Robert Bennett at 1:02 pm 
 
ROLL CALL 
Members present: 
Pamela Eshbaugh, RPPM NYSDOT Region 9 
Robert Bennett, Village of Johnson City Public Works 
Gary Campo, Town of Vestal Engineer 
Ken Del Bianco, Tioga County 
Greg Kilmer, BC Transit 
Dan Schofield, Broome County DPW  
Louis Caforio, Town of Union DPW 
Elaine Miller, Broome County Planning 
Alex Udra, Town of Chenango 
Gary Holmes, City of Binghamton DPW 
Gordi Kniffen, Town of Kirkwood 
Brendan O’Bryan, Chamber of Commerce 
 
Others present: 
Cyndi Paddick, BMTS Central Staff 
Jennifer Yonkoski, BMTS Central Staff 
Scott Reigle, BMTS Central Staff 
John Sterbentz, BMTS Central Staff 
Leslie Boulton, Broome County DPW 
 
 Approval of minutes from February 13, 2014 minutes.  Motion G. Campo, second K. Del Bianco.  

Approved by consensus. 
 
 Brendan O’Bryan was introduced to the committee.   He is the new representative from the 

Chamber of Commerce 
 

 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
No public comment. 
 
ACTION ITEMS:  

 
 Environmental Justice Plan [Resolution 2014-3], recommending Policy Committee approval of the 

Environmental Justice Update. Scott noted that the purpose of the Environmental Justice update is 
to ensure that those in the target population (i.e. minorities and low income residents) did not 
receive disproportionate negative impacts from BMTS plans, policies, and projects. Minority 
concentrations were defined as Census tracts with minority populations of at least 37%.  Low 
income concentrations were identified using Census defined Poverty Areas, which are Census 
Tracts with 20% or more of the population below the poverty level.    Significant transportation 
investment in the target area was evident with 6 of the 24 projects on the 2014-2018 TIP located 
within the target area.  Investments were also made in public transit, pedestrian, and bicycle 
transportation, including continuing development of the Two Rivers Greenway multi-use trail 
system.  The conclusion was made that there is an absence of any disproportionate adverse 
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impacts on the target population, and the benefits of the transportation system seemed to be 
proportionately spread amongst the total population.   Motion E. Miller, second G.  Campo. 
Approved by consensus. 

 
 TIP Amendments [Resolution 2014-4], recommending Policy Committee approval of the TIP 

Amendments. P. Eshbaugh went over a packet detailing the proposed amendments, R09-0289, 
R09-0290, R09-0291, R09-0292, and R09-0293. Motion K. Del Bianco, second L. Caforio. 
Approved by consensus. 

 
 Two Rivers Greenway Signage Plan [Resolution 2014-5], recommending Policy Committee 

approval of the Plan.  Cyndi let the group know that although they were all aware of the project 
and were moving forward with implementing the Plan, a “formal approval” of the Plan had not 
been completed yet.  Motion G. Campo, second G. Kniffen. Approved by consensus. 

 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
 BMTS Draft Municipal Maintenance Study 
 
J. Yonkoski passed out a chart summarizing the data that she had received and asked that each 
municipality fill in the information that was missing.  She stated that once all of the information was 
received, the data would be analyzed and the report completed.   
 
 Complete Street Project: Joint Planning and Policy Committee Meeting 
 
C. Paddick told the Board that she was planning a joint meeting on 6/25 at 8:30am.  It will be held on 
the 18th floor of the State Office Building and will include a presentation from Mark Fenton, a 
nationally renowned expert on Complete Streets and walkable/bikeable communities (see 
www.markfenton.com). 
 
 Local Project Updates 
 
P. Eshbaugh gave an update of all the local projects 
 
 
BUSINESS OFFERED FROM THE FLOOR 
 
G. Kilmer let the Board know that they applied for a TIGER grant to update the BC Transit fleet with 
23 CNG buses, a quick-fill refueling station, and modifications to the existing garage.  He said that 
they received many endorsements, they will be collaborating with Binghamton University, and he had 
thought that Senator Schumer may endorse the project.  Once of the positive aspects of their 
application was they can enhance safety and security with CNG fuel since during the last two floods 
there was the potential for limited access to fuel.   
 
P. Eshbaugh reported that DOT had hired Traffic Databank to do traffic counts on 10% of the mileage 
of local roads.  Committee members questioned how DOT would determine which local roads to count 
and asked that they be allowed to give input into which roads would be beneficial for them as well.  P. 
Eshbaugh said she would check into it.   
 
G. Kniffen spoke about a section of pavement on Corporate Drive where an increase in truck traffic 
entering I-81 has impacted the quality of the pavement.  He asked that the project be a potential 
addition when solicitations for the next TIP update were sent out.  C. Paddick let the committee know 
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that BMTS was waiting an extra year to update the TIP since the federal transportation bill will be 
expiring and the new dollar amounts would not be available in time for a regular 2-year update.     
 
Motion to adjourn was made by G. Holmes, 2nd by G. Campo. 
 
 


